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1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. TASS REPORTED CHINESE PARTY 
CHAIRMAN MAO TSE-TUNG'S DEATH IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE NEWS 
WAS MADE PUBLIC ON THE MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 9 (MOSCOW TIME) 
WITH A BRIEF ITEM CITING NCNA'S ANNOUNCEMENT. MOSCOW 
RADIO BEGAN CARRYING THE ITEM AS ONE OF THE LAST ITEMS 

ON ITS REGULAR NEWS BROADCASTS BEGINNING AT 12 NOON. 

THE EARLY (6 P.M.) TELEVISION NEWS AND THE EVENING NEWS- 
PAPER IZVESTIYA ALSO CARRIED ON THE SHORT TASS ITEM. 

THE MAIN EVENING TELEVISION NEWS (9 P.M.) MENTIOED 
MAO'S DEATH AS THE FIRST FOREIGN NEWS ITEM (AFTER EIGHT 
DOMESTIC ITEMS) AND READ THE BRIEF CONDOLENCE MESSAGE 
FROM THE SOVIET CENTRAL COMMITTEE. PRAVDA AND ALL OTHER 
CENTRAL NEWSPAPERS (SEPTEMBER 10 MORNING) CARRIED THE 
CONDOLENCE MESSAGE PROMINENTLY (BUT NOT ON THE FRONT 
PAGE) ACCOMPANIED BY THE BRIEF TASS REPORT. AS FAR AS 
WE KNOW, THERE WAS NO SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
IN ANY MEDIA AND THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC COMMENTARY THUS 
FAR. 

2. THE CONDOLENCE MESSAGE WAS SENT IN THE NAME OF THE 
SOVIET CP CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND EXPRESSED "DEEP CONDOL- 
ENCES" TO THE CHINESE CP CENTRAL COMMITTEE. IT ALSO 
EXPRESSED "SYMPATHY" TO MAO'S FAMILY AND RELATIVES. 

THE MESSAGE, LIKE ALL SINO-SOVIET MESSAGES IN RECENT YEARS, 

WAS NOT ADDRESSED TO ANY CHINESE BY NAME AND WAS NOT 
SIGNED BY ANY SOVIET. 

3. COMMENT. THE CONDOLENCE MESSAGE IS VIRTUALLY 
IDENTICAL TO THAT SENT ON CHOU-EN-LAI’S DEATH IN JANUARY 
1976 AND ON TUNG PI-WU'S DEATH IN APRIL 1975, BUT IT 
LACKS THE POSITIVE TONE OF THE MESSAGE SENT ON CHU TE’S 
DEATH IN JULY OF THIS YEAR. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. THE SOVIET SINOLOGISTS WE HAVE 
SOUGHT TO CONTACT ARE ALL "UNAVAILABLE" UNTIL THE 
BEGINNING OF NEXT WEEK. SOME INDICATION OF SOVIET 
ATTITUDES. HOWEVER, WAS PROVIDED TWO WEEKS AGO BY 
SOVIET ORIENTALIST YURIY GANKOVSKIY, WHO TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
HE WOULD HAVE TO RETURN FROM VACATION IF MAO DIED WITHIN 
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THE FOLLOWING MONTH. WHEN EMBOFF ASKED WHETHER THE 
SOVIETS REALLY EXPECTED MAO'S DEATH TO SET OFF SUCH 
DRASTIC CHANGES THAT, HE (GANKOVSKIY) COULD NOT BE AWAY FOR A 
FEW WEEKS, HE SAID THAT THE EVENT WOULD HAVE ENORMOUS 
SIGNIFICANCE AND THAT THE CONSEQUENCES, EVEN IN THE SHORT 
TERM, COULD NOT BE PREDICTED. THE SOVIETS WOULD HAVE TO BE 
PREPARED FOR WHATEVER HAPPENED, HE SAID, ADDING THAT THE 
DID NOT BELIEVE HUA KUA-FENG HAD THE STATURE TO HOLD THE 
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LEADERSHIP FACTIONS TOGETHER FOR LONG. IN A CONVERSATION 
WITH ACTING POL COUNS ON SEPTEMBER 9, VIKTOR KOMPLETKOV, 

DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE SOVIET MFA'S USA DIVISION, REFERRED TO 
THE CURRENT VISIT TO CHINA BY FORMER DEFENSE SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER, SAYING " I SEE YOU ALREADY HAVE YOUR REPRE- 
SENTATIVE IN PEKING FOR THE FUNERAL." END CONFIDENTIAL. 
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